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2BYour feet can smell….. 
like Chicken 

ELLA EMERICK 

     Crocs and KFC are partnering up to make a new style of 
shoes- KFC X Crocs Bucket Clog. It looks like fried chicken 
and smells like it as well.  

     People are already talking about these shoes, and it 
sounds like they will be a hit. The world only just discovered 
these crazy shoes about a week ago. The shoes are 
designed to look just like a bucket of fried chicken. Around 
the base of the shoe, there are red and white stripes that look 
like the classic bucket that holds your chicken. The shoes 
have a pattern of fried chicken on the rest of the shoe. They 
even come with Jibbits charms to go on top of the crocs that 
look like fried chicken and smell like it as well. These can be 
removed anytime you want. These shoes will make your feet 
smell like chicken, but the smell will eventually go away.  

     So when will these shoes come out? If you’re looking to 
purchase these wacky shoes, then the answer is this spring. 
For $59.99 these shoes can be yours. They appeared in New 
York Fashion Week, and people are already thrilled about 
these shoes. Crocs' senior VP Terence Reilly calls these 
shoes "unbelievably fun and fashionable," and you probably 
will too if you look at some pictures. You can also purchase a 
“sky-high” version of these shoes. They have a very high 
platform and display Colonel Sanders on the bottom, the 
founder of Kentucky Fried Chicken.  

     Journalism students from Summit Middle School are trying 
to see if KFC will make these shoes part of a deal. If you buy 
the shoes, you can get free refills of fried chicken a certain 
amount of times per month. This would be a great 
advertisement for KFC and make their customers happier.  

     They look like fried chicken. They smell like fried chicken. 
They come with the classic Crocs comfort. The only question 
is, will they be on your shopping list? 

 

 
Detroit News 

0BMichigan Hockey Rivalry 
NOAH CLAPPER- OP/ED PIECE 

     On February 17, 2020. The 
University of Michigan Wolverines 
hockey team beat the Michigan 
State Spartans, for the fourth year 
in a row, in the “Duel in the D”, 
which stands for “Duel in the city of 
Detroit”. The Wolverines won 4-1 on 
Little Caesars Arena in Detroit 
Michigan. It was a great game for 
the University of Michigan and very 
good for the team to get a win 
against one of the hottest hockey 
teams in the NCAA. This is the 
fourth year in a row that the 
Wolverines have beat the Spartans 
and they’ve been doing this for five 
years. The first year Michigan State 
won and the past four years U of M 
won. Every year the Duel in the D is 
held in Detroit at the Detroit Red 
Wings Arena (Joe Louis/Little 
Caesars Arena) and if you win you 
win a trophy with some crossed 
hockey sticks and a big D in the 
middle, it is also silver. Now for the 
stats. Michigan State racked up 32 
shots with 1 goal so Michigan’s 
goaltender played very well.  

     The University of Michigan had 
21 shots and 4 goals so they were 
putting the puck in the net really 
that night. Michigan States’ goal 
scorer was #22, Dennis Cesana, 
and the University of Michigan’s’ 
goal scorers were Captain #10, Will 
Lockwood, with 2 goals and 1 
assist. #7, Nick Blankenburg, with 1 
goal, and #16, Jacob Hayhurst, with 
1 goal. 

      
     I think Will Lockwood 
deserved MVP for this game 
because he had 2 goals and 1 
assist which is great and he has 
been doing really well all year 
and is a great player/captain for 
Michigan and I think he is the 
best play on the University of 
Michigan.  
     In conclusion, these are two 
really solid hockey teams and 
I’m very surprised the game 
was not a lot closer. The 
University of Michigan played a 
great offensive game, 
especially Will Lockwood, and 
Cam York had some great 
defensive plays to help 
Michigan get this win, and the 
Maize and Blue goalie, #31, 
Strauss Mann, played an 
incredible game in goal and 
stopped 31/32 shots which is 
incredible. So all I want to say 
is congratulations to the 
University of Michigan 
Wolverines on winning the Duel 
in the D!  
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ACQUITTED 
JACKSON BELL 

     Image from the courier-journal website 
     The Senate on Wednesday, February 5th, acquitted the president on both articles 
of impeachment against him—abuse of power and obstruction of Congress. Following 
a weeks-long trial the Senate final vote, all Democratic senators supported convicting 
the president of both accusations. The only Republican to vote for abuse of power 
charge was Sen. Mitt Romney, R-Utah, who declared hours before the final vote that 
Trump had engaged in as “destructive an attack on the oath of office and our 
Constitution as I can imagine.” Romney did vote to acquit the President for the 
obstruction charge. 

     President Trump walked out to “Hail to the Chief,” when he had been acquitted on 
Thursday. President Trump Greeted by a standing ovation by his supporters, the 
president declared "we went through [hard times]" but described the moment as a 
"celebration". As he stated throughout the impeachment trial that he "did nothing 
wrong."  He was not pleased with Democratic leadership. He specifically highlighted 
what he believed were false accusations against him. “This should never, ever happen 
to another president, ever,” Trump said. “It was a disgrace.” He had gone through the 
timeline of the investigation. And as he did earlier Thursday at a prayer breakfast. 
Trump brought a copy of the day's Washington Post with a headline saying "Trump 
acquitted.” "We can take that home, honey. Maybe we'll frame it," he jokingly said to 
Melania Trump. He was saying that it was the "best" headline he's ever been given 
from the news outlet.  

     Presidents have been impeached before. They are Andrew Johnson, Bill Clinton, and 
Donald Trump. Andrew Johnson was impeached for high crimes and misdemeanors. 
Bill Clinton impeached for obstruction of justice. Donald Trump just got impeached for 
charges of abuse of power and obstruction of Congress.  

 

4BRandom Facts 

 
image from World Wildlife Fund website 

 

We Lose Millions of Trees 
Every Year- Should You 
Care?  
ELLA EMERICK 

    Did you know that every year the US loses over 30 
million trees? That’s equal to about 175,000 acres of tree 
coverage. To put that into perspective, that’s almost 
132,576 football fields worth of trees. It’s shocking, and 
it will affect our future.  
      
     According to David Nowak, a senior US Forest 
Service scientist, “cities will become warmer, more 
polluted and generally unhealthier for inhabitants," One 
major reason that trees are important is the fact that trees 
remove air pollutants from the atmosphere.  These 
pollutants are horrible for people who have asthma, and 
today 30 million people suffer from it. They can make it 
difficult to breathe and can irritate your throat. Air 
pollution can also pose a threat to the elderly or people 
with heart or respiratory diseases, as they can worsen 
health problems. We could not exist on earth if there 
were no trees, because trees produce 70% of the oxygen 
we breathe.  
      
     Trees can be such a valuable resource because studies 
show that they can make you live longer. Women that 
have more plants and trees by their homes are 34% less 
likely to die from a respiratory illness. These women 
were also 13% less likely to die as a result of cancer. A 
Harvard study also shows that trees can decrease anxiety 
and stress. The reason for this is because green 
environments can promote physical activity which can 
lead you to meet more people. Trees can also cool down 
the air and give a source of shade in the hot summer.  
 
     What can you do to help? One major thing you can do 
is protect the trees you have and plant more. Allow trees 
and plants to grow on your property, and try to get 
involved with environmental groups. Try to live in a way 
that will not hurt the environment. Just remember, what 
you do today will impact the future. 
 
 

 
Look for Cam’s Random Facts part 2 in the next issue 
of Falcon Press! 

CAMERON MAGGART 
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Promenade Park 
gets even more 
NATE GASKILL 

     
     Fort Wayne has hired professionals from 
DAVID RUBIN Land Collective and urban 
design firm to lead phases two and three for the 
Waterfront Fort Wayne project, and here is what 
I’ve researched about the project. 
 
     The Riverfront Fort Wayne phases two and 
three are happening, but not without the help 
from DAVID RUBIN Land Collective and urban 
design firm. Both of these landscape architecture 
firms are going to be working to finish phases 
two and three of Riverfront and complete the 
construction of phase one, which is Promenade 
Park. Focus groups are being led by the firms. 
These focus groups are made up of Fort Wayne 
residents who are giving their inputs on what 
they want Waterfront to be in the end. Land 
Collective has a team of economists, planners, 
engineers, and architects to design construction 
documents to make improvements on the 
riverside. They are also creating a final plan for 
the Riverfront neighborhood. To quote Tom 
Henry, “Our community continues to work 
together to bring the Riverfront Fort Wayne 
vision to life and create a world-class point of 
destination that offers people ways to connect 
with nature, culture, and community,” Mayor 
Henry continues with “I’m excited that we are 
already kicking off phases two and three of 
Riverfront Fort Wayne before we have even 
wrapped up the construction of phase one, 
Promenade Park,” I think everyone is happy that 
we have a mayor that is so supportive of such a 
big project that will make everyone’s life better. 
 
     In conclusion, Riverfront Fort Wayne phase 
one, (Promenade Park), is being wrapped up and 
finished with while phases two and three will be 
finished in the next twelve months by DAVID 
RUBIN Land Collective and urban design firm. 
 

Bloomberg enters the race: Where 
does he stand on the issues? 
NORA HASSAN 

     Former Republican but now Democratic Michael Bloomberg is one of the 
wealthiest men in the world. In fact, according to Fox News, he was worth $53.4 
billion in 2019.  He is now running for president in 2020. But where is he today and 
where does he stand on some issues that the world is facing right now? And what 
does he plan to do about them? 
 
     Bloomberg has been a significant advocate and donor of multiple climate 
institutions. As stated in Fox News, after President Donald Trump withdrew from the 
Paris Climate Accords, Bloomberg donated 10 million dollars to fill in the funding 
gap. Additionally, he released $500 million to end the use of coal-fueled power 
plants as of last year, according to the New York Times.  
 
     Although the minimum wage in the US is $7.25 per hour, Bloomberg vows to 
raise the minimum to $15 per hour. He also wants to raise taxes on families as 
wealthy as $1 billion in net worth. And for families worth over $50 million, he would 
arrange a 2% levy (charge). Furthermore, Bloomberg says he will improve rural 
broadband access by sending billions of dollars across the nation. He wants to help 
create more jobs and increase incomes and wages likewise.  
  
     When it comes to illegal immigration, he's a longtime supporter of helping the 
refugees and immigrants currently in the country. This policy is also sustained by 
the vast amount of his rivals. He has been a sharp evaluator of how Trump handled 
the situation as well. 
  
     As for healthcare, he takes a less drastic path on the subject than some of his 
Democratic opponents. He's advocating for a "medicare-like" public option rather 
than a "medicare-for-all" selection that vetoes private healthcare insurance. 
However, unlike some of his Democratic rivals, he has not mentioned whether or 
not he would support government-run healthcare programs for illegal immigrants.  
  
     Bloomberg retired from his job at 39 years old before starting his own very 
successful business, through which he has notched up a net worth of over $60 
billion, according to Forbes. He became involved in political philanthropy, especially 
on gun control. Although he is at a disadvantage with his late entry in the race 
(compared to his competitors), he is spending hundreds of millions of dollars to do 
everything he can. 
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BACK TO BACK CHAMPIONS – 8TH GRADE GIRLS BASKETBALL 

EMILY ERB 

     “I have been following Summit basketball for 25 years, this is the best team I 
have seen come out of Summit, ever.” That compliment came after their first 
victory of the season. 
     Monday, February 3, the Summit 8th grade girls basketball team traveled to 
Carroll middle school to face the Chargers for the title championship. For the 
whole season, the girls and Coach McKinley had been preparing for this 
championship game against their rivals, the Carroll Chargers. During the regular 
season, the Lady Falcons lost to Carroll 35-31. “Carroll did not win, we lost it 
ourselves,” said Coach Mckinley, “we had the shots, we got open, we just 
couldn’t hit.” The girls wouldn’t accept their defeat. They just knew they needed 
to come back stronger. 
     The team knew that Carroll, getting beat 27-14 in the previous championship, 
was not willing to show mercy during this conference game. Before the game, 
Carroll’s coach Dan Pontious said, “it’s your turn to win” to Coach McKinley. 
They didn’t want that to happen, of course. Carroll came out strong, but Summit 
came out stronger. The three guards, Jaiden Miller, Claire Landrigan, and Emma 
Reust, played tough defense and smart offense throughout the game to try and 
stop the fierce and strong Carroll guards. 

           

      

 

      Down in the paint, Taylor Ruggles and Shelby 
Kuperus played great defense getting rebounds and 
preventing Carroll’s tall and rough posts from scoring 
their usual amount. Although they were being pushed to 
the limit,  the girls weren’t willing to let up. They didn’t 
let Carroll’s immense and boisterous crowd get to them.  
     They played outstanding and finished the game with    
a victory of 33-25. Winning their second title as a  
team. The girls’ victory allowed them to finish their 
season 18-1. In two seasons, they lost 4 out of the 35 
games they played. They capitalized on these losses. 
During their time as a team, they won a Coaches vs 
Cancer tournament, beat a tough team that they lost by 12 
to the year before, beat an undefeated team in the 
championship, and won back to back conference 
championships.  
     The future is bright for these young athletes. Every 
player made great contributions this season that didn’t and 
won’t go unnoticed.  

  

SUMMIT SPORTS 

1BSummit Boys 7th grade ends 18 year title drought 
JACOB SMITH –  

     The 2019-2020 Boys Basketball Conference title went to a team that has not 
owned the trophy since four years before the current players were even born. 
That is, until the 7th grade boys basketball team defeated Maple Creek to end the 
18 year drought. 
     I went out and interviewed some of the starters since the Summit 7th-grade 
boys won the title. I asked three different people the same questions. I asked 
them: “How does it feel to win the title?”, “What do you think about how you 
played?”, “What does it take to win a title?”, “From the beginning did you think 
about winning the title or winning each game individually?”, “Do you think you 
worked well as a team?”, “What was your motivation?”, and “About how many 
points did you score?”. The first person I interviewed is Wyatt Weaver. He said 
that it feels good to win a title. He said that he thinks his personal performance 
was good. From the beginning,     he thought about winning the title. He thought 
that the team worked well together.  
     Wyatt’s motivation was winning the title. He scored about 300 points through 
the season. Next, I interviewed Jesse B. He said, “it feels great to win the title, 
only the second win ever.”  Based on his performance he said that he thought he 
could have played better in the first half of the season but he improved in the 
second half. “To win it all, you need teamwork and a solid team” said, Jesse. He 
thought about winning each game individually. 
 

       
 

   

      
 
 
     He thought they worked well as a team, especially 
when Luke Neiswonger got hot, they would feed him the 
ball. His motivation was trying to win each game at a time. 
He scored about 100 points. 
     And finally, I interviewed Michael Raudenbush. Michael 
said, “It feels great to win.” He thought he played well but 
can do better. He thought that to win you need good 
teammates. Michael thought about winning the title and 
said that preseason games aren’t that important. He 
thought that Summit worked well as a team. His motivation 
was to win for his late Grandpa. He thought he scored 
about 100 points. But overall, the team worked well and 
deserved to win the title after a long hard season played. 
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SPRING HILARITIES 
1. Does February like March? 

 
2. Name a bow that can’t be tied. 

 
3. What season is it best to go on a trampoline? 

 
4. What’s Irish and comes out in Spring? 

 
5. What month of the year is the shortest? 

 
 
 
 
 
1. No, but April May      2. A Rainbow       3. Spring Time    4.  Paddy O’Furniture     5. May (it only has 3 letters) 

3BSCHEDULE OF UPCOMING EVENTS 
STRIKING FALCON STAFF 

MARCH 2020 
 
STAFF BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT FUNDRAISER 
                 MARCH 3rd 6pm – 7:30pm  @Summit 
 
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS 
                 MARCH 8th @2am (set your clocks FORWARD) 
  
SPRING BREAK 
                 MARCH 28 – APRIL 5  (Return to school Monday Apr. 6)  

 
 
 
 
IF YOUR GROUP/TEAM HAS SOMETHING SCHEDULED THAT YOU WOULD LIKE TO INCLUDE IN THE SCHOOL NEWSPAPER, LET 
MR. MCKINLEY KNOW. 
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